Provincial Achievement Test (PAT) Exemption Analysis

English Language Arts (ELA)
Grades 3,6 & 9

Who Writes Achievement Tests (Alberta Education Provincial Achievement
Tests ~ General Information Bulletin)

Students registered in grades 3, 6, and 9 shall write provincial achievement tests,
subject to the following caveats and/or exceptions:

1. A superintendent may, on an individual basis, excuse a student from writing an
achievement test for the following reasons:
a. the student is not capable of responding to the assessment in its
original or approved accommodated form
b. participation would be harmful to the student

2. Upon advice from the teacher, the principal in consultation with the parent /
guardian shall recommend to the superintendent that a student be excused from
writing. A copy of the documentation in support of the recommendation, including
the student’s Individual Program Plan, if applicable, shall remain in the school.

Note: if a parent withdraws a student from participation, the school is obligated to mark
the student “absent” not “excused” on the List of Students. A copy of the parent's letter
indicating that the child will not be participating should be attached to the Principal’s
Statement.

Analysis

2008-2009 is a baseline year for analyzing PAT exemptions. An annual review
of student exemption data will become a local measure related to student
performance. The focus was ELA-3/6/9. Approximately half of the students
excused had severe disabilities. The other half was mostly students with mild /
moderate disabilities although a small number of students without formal special
education designations were also excused.

Implications

The Director of Education Services will review these results and student
exemption requests for 2009-2010 with elementary and junior high school
Learning Support Teams. Questions regarding exam accommodation practices
will be included in the reviews with each school. it is important to ensure all
students capable of writing provincial exams have the opportunity, provided the
appropriate supports are in place.

For additional information, contact Catherine Hamblin, Director of Education
Services, at (780)352-6018.






