Provincial Achievement Test (PAT) Frequency Distribution Analysis
English Language Arts (ELA) and Math (MA)
Grades 3,6 & 9

Definition

A frequency distribution graph of actual student scores provides information
about how well students performed on a provincial achievement exam. Changes
in student achievement will be evidenced by examining how the distribution of
student scores move year to year, positively to the right or negatively to the left.
The frequency distribution analysis provides a local measure for analyzing
student achievement using student PAT results.

Analysis

2008-2009 is the baseline year for using the frequency distribution of student
scores as a PAT performance measure. Overall, results indicate that most
students score within the mid-range of Alberta Education’s acceptable category
in ELA and Math at grade three, six and nine. Most students who write have
some success if they attempt the PAT.

Implications

As classroom teachers analyze 2008-2009 PAT results for students who wrote
ELA and Math, they will identify outcomes, instructional practices or assessment
strategies in order to make intentional teaching changes that strive to improve
student achievement in 2009-2010. Principals will ensure and support these
efforts.

For additional information, contact Brian Taje, Director of Administrative Support,
at (780)352-6018.



Frequency of Students

0-44%

45-49%

2008-2009 ELA3 Frequency Distribution
Students Writing=241 Cohort=271
Acceptable > 49% Excellence > 80%

50-54% 55-75% 76-80%

Range of Scores
(Note: interval ranges determined in relation to cut scores)

81-85%

86-100%






